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I expect continued discussions as the 

Senate process advances over the best 
way to craft the bill to reflect current 
reality on the ground but I want to 
build on the progress that has been 
made to this point. 

I also want to point out that none of 
our efforts will succeed unless Oregon 
Federal forests are also adequately 
funded to properly manage and restore 
these valuable Federal assets. I will 
fight, along with Senator MERKLEY and 
other stakeholders, for the funding to 
put our people back to work and re-
store the health of our forests. 

I thank the stakeholders that have 
continued to spend time and energy en-
gaged in discussions with me on the de-
tails of this legislation. I know there is 
further work ahead, and I look forward 
to working with them to get the legis-
lation ready for passage. 

I want to also express my gratitude 
to Governor Kitzhaber, who also under-
stands the importance of advancing ef-
forts to treat and restore Oregon’s for-
ests. He went to bat to putting state 
funding behind these efforts so I want 
to ensure that the Federal Government 
is also honoring its commitment to 
manage these Federal treasures and be 
a good neighbor to state and private 
lands. I appreciate his efforts and look 
forward to continuing to work with 
him. 

I am pleased to reintroduce this leg-
islation today, and I intend to keep 
working with all the folks in my State 
who are willing to talk in good faith 
about restoring our Eastside forests. I 
want to continue to get input from 
stakeholders on any further revisions 
to the bill and get a final product that 
will pass this Congress. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
KIRK, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. UDALL 
of New Mexico, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, and Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 1306. A bill to amend the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 in order to improve environmental 
literacy to better prepare students for 
postsecondary education and careers, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am 
reintroducing bipartisan legislation to 
provide support for environmental edu-
cation in our Nation’s classrooms. I 
thank Senators KIRK, MURRAY, TOM 
UDALL, DURBIN, and WHITEHOUSE for 
agreeing to be original cosponsors of 
the No Child Left Inside Act of 2013. 

According to the National Associa-
tion for Environmental Education, 47 
states and the District of Columbia 
have taken steps towards developing 
plans to integrate environmental lit-
eracy into their statewide educational 
initiatives. In Rhode Island, organiza-
tions such as the Rhode Island Envi-
ronmental Education Association, 
Roger Williams Park Zoo, Save the 
Bay, the Nature Conservancy, and the 
Audubon Society, as well as countless 
schools and teachers, are offering edu-

cational and outdoor experiences that 
many children may never otherwise 
have, helping inspire them to learn. In 
partnership with the Rhode Island De-
partment of Education, these organiza-
tions have developed a statewide envi-
ronmental literacy plan that is now 
being put into action. 

Given the major environmental chal-
lenges we face today, our bill seeks to 
prioritize teaching our young people 
about their natural world. For more 
than three decades, environmental edu-
cation has been a growing part of effec-
tive instruction in America’s schools. 
Responding to the need to improve stu-
dent achievement and prepare students 
for the 21st century economy, many 
schools throughout the Nation now 
offer some form of environmental edu-
cation. 

Yet, environmental education is fac-
ing a significant challenge, and re-
mains out of reach for too many chil-
dren. With many schools being forced 
to scale back or eliminate environ-
mental programs, fewer and fewer stu-
dents are able to take part in related 
classroom instruction and field inves-
tigations, however effective or in de-
mand these programs are. 

The No Child Left Inside Act would 
increase environmental literacy among 
elementary and secondary students by 
encouraging and providing assistance 
to states for the development and im-
plementation of environmental lit-
eracy plans and promoting professional 
development for teachers on how to in-
tegrate environmental literacy and 
field experiences into their instruction. 

The legislation would also support 
partnerships with high-need school dis-
tricts to initiate, expand, or improve 
their environmental education cur-
riculum, and for replication and dis-
semination of effective practices. Fi-
nally, the legislation would support 
interagency coordination and reporting 
on environmental education opportuni-
ties across the Federal Government. 
This legislation has broad support 
among national and State environ-
mental and educational groups. 

The American public recognizes that 
the environment is a central issue to 
our future health and well-being. In the 
private sector, business leaders also in-
creasingly believe that an environ-
mentally literate workforce is critical 
to their long-term success. They recog-
nize that better, more efficient envi-
ronmental practices improve the bot-
tom line and help position their compa-
nies for the future. 

Environmental education helps pre-
pare the next generation with the 
skills and knowledge necessary to be 
competitive in the global economy. 
Studies have shown that it enhances 
student achievement in science and 
other core subjects and increases stu-
dent engagement and critical thinking 
skills. And it promotes healthy life-
styles by encouraging kids to get out-
side. 

That is why I encourage my col-
leagues to cosponsor the bipartisan No 

Child Left Inside Act and to join with 
Senator KIRK and me to include its pro-
visions into the reauthorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 196—TO CON-
STITUTE THE MAJORITY PAR-
TY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CERTAIN 
COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE HUN-
DRED THIRTEENTH CONGRESS, 
OR UNTIL THEIR SUCCESSORS 
ARE CHOSEN 

Mr. REID submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 196 
Resolved, That the following shall con-

stitute the majority party’s membership on 
the following committees for the One Hun-
dred Thirteenth Congress, or until their suc-
cessors are chosen: 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, 
AND FORESTRY: Ms. Stabenow (Chairman), 
Mr. Leahy, Mr. Harkin, Mr. Baucus, Mr. 
Brown, Ms. Klobuchar, Mr. Bennet, Mrs. 
Gillibrand, Mr. Donnelly, Ms. Heitkamp, and 
Mr. Casey. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION: Mr. Rockefeller (Chair-
man), Mrs. Boxer, Mr. Nelson, Ms. Cantwell, 
Mr. Pryor, Mrs. McCaskill, Ms. Klobuchar, 
Mr. Warner, Mr. Begich, Mr. Blumenthal, 
Mr. Schatz, Mr. Heinrich, and Mr. Markey. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS: Mr. 
Menendez (Chairman), Mrs. Boxer, Mr. 
Cardin, Mrs. Shaheen, Mr. Coons, Mr. Dur-
bin, Mr. Udall of New Mexico, Mr. Murphy, 
Mr. Kaine, and Mr. Markey. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND ENTRE-
PRENEURSHIP: Ms. Landrieu (Chairman), Mr. 
Levin, Mr. Harkin, Ms. Cantwell, Mr. Pryor, 
Mr. Cardin, Mrs. Shaheen, Ms. Hagan, Ms. 
Heitkamp, and Mr. Markey. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
July 16, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on July 16, 2013, at 10 
a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on July 16, 2013, at 10 a.m. 
in room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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